Summary Table - Gas Transmission Service Connection Process

Step
Applicant:
PG&E:
Cost to Applicant:
Approximate Time Required


Accuracy of Information

1.  Preliminary Request for Information 
· Provides completed Cogen / Power Plant Interconnection Information Sheet 

· Requests PG&E to proceed with developing preliminary information


PG&E Typically Provides 

· Connection point to transmission system

· Estimated service line size

· Estimated minimum service pressure available to applicant

· Advance to proceed with Preliminary Application for Service


$0
10 working days
Assumptions based upon readily available information.  No detailed engineering is provided.

2.  Preliminary Application for Service
· Provides updated Cogen / Power Plant Interconnection Information Sheet 

· Requests PG&E to proceed with SIS and PRS

· Provides cash advance
PG&E

· Performs System Impact Study

· Performs Preliminary Facility Study

· Develops Order-of-magnitude costs  

PG&E provides Applicant with:

· Connection point to transmission system

· Map of alternative service line routes

· PG&E preferred service line route

· Service line size(s), both standard and elevated deliver pressures)

· Service delivery pressures, both standard and elevated

· Applicant’s estimated order-of-magnitude costs

· Additional information as requested by Applicant


$5,000 - $70,000
12 weeks
Order-of-Magnitude Estimate,

+/- 50%

3.  Formal Application for Service
· Provides final Cogen / Power Plant Interconnection Information Sheet

· Requests PG&E to proceed final engineering and ordering long lead time material

· Provides cash advance

· Executes contracts

· Obtains and rights for which Applicant is responsible
PG&E

· Develops detailed design

· Finalizes Job estimate 

· Obtains project authorization. 

· Orders long lead time material

· Obtains land rights for which PG&E is responsible

PG&E provides applicant with

· Meter set design and construction drawings

· Additional information as requested by Applicant

· Final billing letter


$70,000 - $750,000
Dependent upon the complexity of the project, typically ~4 months
+/- 25%

4.  Construction
· Requests PG&E to proceed with construction

· Provides final cash advance
Constructs facilities
Dependent upon advances paid to date and costs for construction
Dependent upon the extent of construction required
N/A

Establishing Engineering Priority

Step
Engineering Priority is Established when Applicant:



1.  Preliminary Request for Information 


· Provides completed Cogen / Power Plant Interconnection Information Sheet 

· Requests PG&E to proceed with developing preliminary information



2.  Preliminary Application for Service


· Provides updated Cogen / Power Plant Interconnection Information Sheet 

· Requests PG&E to proceed with SIS and PRS

· Provides cash advance



3.  Formal Application for Service
· Provides final Cogen / Power Plant Interconnection Information Sheet

· Requests PG&E to proceed final engineering and ordering long lead time material

· Provides cash advance



4.  Construction
(Land rights are required, and contracts executed in previous step)

· Requests PG&E to proceed with construction

· Provides final cash advance



Establishing Priority Access to Pipeline Capacity

Step
Priority access to pipeline capacity is established as follows:

Establish priority access to pipeline capacity


Priority access to pipeline capacity is established when:

1. The Applicant requests a Preliminary Application for Service and PG&E deems it to be complete, and

2. The Applicant requests a Formal Application for Service and PG&E deems the information and advance provided to PG&E it to be complete.

PG&E will notify Applicant within 10 days if Formal Application for Service is complete, or if additional information is required.

After PG&E completes its engineering work for the Formal Application for Service, PG&E will provide the Applicant a final billing and construction letter delineating the remaining costs and a cost payment schedule to be paid by the Applicant to receive gas service, and a construction schedule.



Maintaining priority access to pipeline capacity


In order for an Applicant to maintain its priority access to pipeline capacity it must exercise its rights as follows:

1. Provide all payments for construction prior to the dates as specified in the final billing and construction letter.

2. Within 60 calendar days of receiving PG&E’s final billing letter as discussed in step 3 of the gas transmission connection process, the Applicant shall: 

· Execute all required contracts (Rule 2, 15 and/or 16);

· Submit, or have submitted, to the California Energy Commission, an Application for Certification for the proposed power plant, if applicable.

3. For generating facilities requiring CEC approval, the Applicant must, within 18 months of establishing priority access to pipeline capacity:

· obtain approval of the AFC from the CEC.

· obtain all land use permits for construction.

· Should the Applicant for any reason withdraw its AFC from the CEC, the Applicant will lose its priority access to pipeline capacity.

4. If CEC approval is not required, the Applicant must, within 3 months of establishing priority access to pipeline capacity, obtain all land use permits for construction.

If the Applicant establishes access to pipeline capacity and fails to meet any of the above criteria, the Applicant loses its established priority access to pipeline capacity.



